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Executive Summary

This research was funded by the Department for Education and Skills (PSHE/Citizenship Team) and managed by The Scout Association and
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. The telephone research was carried out by The Wire with analysis undertaken by DVL Smith.

The aims of the research were defined in a letter from the Department dated 14 September and stated as to identify:
. types of organisation offering residential opportunities

types of opportunity available and number of places

objectives of residential opportunities

evidence of success criteria or evaluation systems

key links to the curriculum

the range of adults involved

how residential opportunities are arranged

age ranges of pupils catered for

access issues for particular groups of pupils (e.g. disabled & SEN)

Costs and subsidies

The opportunity was also taken to examine a range of other issues during the research such as the criteria used for venue selection and
planning timescales and the outcomes are included below.

This summary should be read in conjunction with the main presentation document (pages 8 to 54) and with particular reference to the keynote
summary and conclusions sections (pages 12, 53 and 54).

The research was undertaken with a statistically valid sample of 100 schools from each of the nine government regions in England and Wales
— making a total of 900 schools that contributed.

With the above in mind the main issues and key facts we would draw to your attention are as follows: The main findings and key facts were:




Current provision

86% of Primary Schools offer their pupils at least one residential opportunity during their time at the school with a focus on Years 5 and 6.
However most pupils would only be offered one opportunity during their time in Primary School and this is predominantly linked to a year
group residential;

99% of Secondary Schools offer their pupils at least one residential opportunity during their time at the school. Secondary pupils are
generally offered a wider range of more frequent opportunities, and it would be likely for a pupil to be offered several residential opportunities
during their time at Secondary school;

Overall 66% of pupils take up this opportunity (when offered) during their time at school. However only 21% of schools stated that all their
pupils attended a residential, with 14% stating that less than 20% of pupils attended;

Access Issues

For the small minority of schools not offering residential opportunities, the most influential factor (among the limited range we asked about)
was cited as “health and safety and liability concerns”, though this does not tell us specifically what the concerns were, nor whether they had
any justification. A small minority of teachers was concerned on these issues; we speculate that this concern partly arose perhaps due to
alarmist press reports. Some other reasons stated such as “lack of confidence”, “lack of support in organising” and “lack of time” suggest to
the authors of this report that further support is required if more pupils are to have access to this opportunity;

Cost was cited as the predominant reason why pupils do not take up the opportunity when offered by the school — cost is seen as a barrier to
61% of this group of pupils not attending a residential. Interestingly 45% of all residentials are subsidised to some extent with 50% of
subsidies paying half or more of the cost. Subsidies mainly come from school funds (58%) with some LEA support (18%). 72% of inner city
schools subsidise places for their pupils. Clearly many schools (and some LEAS) consider residentials worthy of financial investment as an
important part of the curriculum on offer;

Disability was the barrier for 31% of pupils who did not attend a residential and indications are that many residential facilities are not yet DDA

compliant. Religious and ethnic/cultural reasons scored low (4% and 3%) and this may indicate that schools make substantial (and
successful) efforts to ensure these opportunities are available to the widest range of pupils;
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Organising aresidential

Teachers are the predominant influence in deciding where residentials are held (94%) and they tend to book the same venue year on year,
often 12 months in advance. It is clear that when teachers find a venue and provider with which they are confident they will stick with them.
This is an efficient way of organising a residential, builds confidence amongst all stakeholders and provides business security for the providers;

There is a fairly equal split in how residentials are organised between purchased packages, staff organised trips and part package, part self-
organised. This is surprising given the additional workload that results in self-organised events. There is some anecdotal evidence that
teachers self organise parts of the residentials to keep costs down and to provide a wider variety of experience than “simply” an outdoor based
programme;

School staff (both teaching and non teaching) accompany children on residentials with little support from parents and other adults. It is unclear
whether this is through the choice of the teachers or lack of support from others. It is probable that Child Protection concerns feature highly in
this decision. Residentials also offer an excellent opportunity for team building amongst staff and these two factors may outweigh concerns
(and costs) about the provision of cover back in the school.

When choosing venues for residentials teachers place the greatest emphasis on safety matters such as child protection, first aid cover and risk
assessments. There is also a large emphasis on AALA safety-inspection of 4 activities - caving, climbing, trekking and water. Clients might
take comfort, where a provider has an AALA licence, from the fact that the safety management of all adventure activities offered to young
people by a such a provider has been considered by AALA inspectors, but AALA has no power to offer any official approval of activities beyond
the 4 it licences. Given that independent assessment of all aspects of venues and providers would give teachers confidence, it is welcome that
various groups in the industry are working on possible systems, through e.g. the independent Adventure Activities Industry Advisory
Committee and the Education Visits Advisory Council;

For Primary Schools the majority (84%) of experiences take place during the summer term. This is not surprising given that most trips take
place after SATs and are focussed on year six pupils;

Secondary Schools offer a substantially wider range of options through the year (averaging 5 Residential experiences), with a focus on the
summer term (69%). Most (94%) take place in term time.

The most frequently booked type of residential was described as “outdoor education” with nearly 80% of Primary schools organising events in
this category. Nearly 50% of Primary schools also offered “study trips” which were directly linked to the curriculum.

For Secondary schools the picture is far more varied. Whilst “outdoor education” was the most popular (82%) more than half of Secondary
schools also offer study trips, cultural visits abroad, extra curricular trips and cultural visits within the UK. A large number (72%) of secondary
schools offer residential, cultural visits aboard — mainly within the EU, which when added to those that offer exchange opportunities abroad
(42%) and sports tours abroad (22%) it is clear that a substantial number of young people have the chance to travel abroad with their school;
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Outcomes

The principle and most important benefits of all experiences were seen as building self-confidence, developing social skills and team building.
These outcomes are, however, difficult to justify given the lack of formal evaluation that takes place (see below). However the informal
observations of teaching staff are important in this context and the areas mentioned above are notoriously difficult to evaluate and quantify.
Additionally children and young people themselves often talk fondly of their experiences during residentials and often describe their experiences
as formative in developing their personal skills;

There is little evidence of formal or systematic review and evaluation with most schools relying on informal feedback from pupils and the school
staff. This is matter of concern give the large number of residential experiences that take place and the resources that are committed to them.
Clearly teachers require considerable support in both evaluating and quantifying the value of the experience for the young people. Providers
also have a role to play in providing resources and support to enable this process to take place and helping the children and young people to
transfer their learning from the residential back into their “normal” lives;

Costs
The average cost for a Primary School residential is £130 and for Secondary Schools it is £155;

If greater emphasis were placed on residentials and demand increased the providers would quickly expand their businesses to cope

Overall conclusions

It is the exception rather than the rule for a young person not to have the opportunity to attend a residential during their schooling;

In order to increase the numbers of pupils who take up this opportunity greater, targeted funding would have the biggest effect;

Teachers need more support and information to understand how to choose a “quality” provider; and it is welcome that DfES is working to
supplement existing safety guidance by summarising key points in plain terms for classroom staff, and to remind employers how they must treat
staff fairly in investigating any case (fortunately rare) of accidental injury to a pupil on school activity — which should help any staff who want
reassuring that when they take reasonable care and follow employer guidance, the law protects them;

Schools generally place high value on providing residentials experiences for their pupils, mainly for personal development outcomes, and are

prepared to financially support them — either directly or through providing cover for teaching staff to attend.

Stephen Peck
Director of Programme and Development
The Scout Association

On behalf of The Scout Association and The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.
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KLJ KHUWKDQ W\AXHV Rl FRWMQ VMALP V Rl LHDVRQV | RUQRWRUI DQIMQJ VXFK WISV VKRXJ K WKLY VXUYH  GRHV QRWSLRYIGH
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