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Further to Alan Johnson's letter of 28 July, | am writing to respond to the HE Research
Forum'’s advice on the issues it was asked to consider by Alan Johnson and Lord Sain
| have now had an opportunity to consider the reports and to discuss them with Lord
Sainsbury, and this response reflects the views of both our Departments.

| am aware of the complexity of issues surrounding teaching and research in particular
it is to the Forum’s credit that it has suggested a practical and comprehensible way for
The argument you have made is convincing, and | have asked officials to further inves
the resource implications and consider, with HEFCE, how best to take a scheme forwd

The Forum’s advice on collaboration is similarly helpful. As you say, a “bottom-up” apq

is most likely to succeed here and | believe there is scope to do more to encourage thib.

HEFCE will be taking note of your recommendations in developing the future direction
Strategic Development Fund.

| know there has been a great deal of interest in your proposals from the sector and bd
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and, subject to your agreement, | suggest we add the two reports, and this response, to the

Forum page of our HE website.

| should like to echo the thanks Alan Johnson extended to the Forum members for yod
work and for the efforts you made to capture stakeholders’ views. We shall keep you
informed as we take the recommendations forward.
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